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MINI 17 ES OF CHAPTER MEETING 
Jan. 10, 2007 

PLEASE NOTE: Because two officers have conflicts on the normal date of the next meeting, and the 
pace of chapter business is slow, we will skip the February meeting and next meet March 14 at the 
regular time and place. 

Five members were present. 

The minutes of the December meeting were unanimously approved as printed in the newsletter. 

Dave Mathis presented the treasurer's report, showing a total of $14,850.58 in the chapter's two accounts. The 
report was unanimously approved. 

The llag at the Rutland County Vietnam Veterans Memorial was initially not lowered following former Presi¬ 
dent Gerald l ord's recent death. I'he Rutland City Recreation and Parks Department now has a key to the 
flagpole and will take care of future lowerings, when appropriate. 

Jack t row ther moved to restore our emergency fund for the families of deployed Vermont National (iuard 
troops from this area to $500. The financial assistance can be approved by the action of two officers when a 
request for help is received. I Lsually the requests come from I leather I linckley. a family readiness coordinator 
for the Vermont National Guard. Chapter ()ne recently ptov ided a $375 subsidy lor rent to the landlord of the 
family of a deployed soldier. I he family was facing c\ iclion for rent delinquency. 

President Andy Megralh said (iennaro Miglorie of South Carolina is in the process of joining the chapter. 

St. Albans Chapter 753 of VVA is offering a $ 1.5(10 scholarship for a graduating high school senior w ho is a 
relative of a Vietnam Veteran or other veteran. Andy Megralh will pass on the scholarship qualify ing informa¬ 
tion to I leather I linckley. mentioned above. 

I he chapter has received a copy ol 1 he I w o Dollar B ill, by Roger 11. Soiset. relating the author's year in 
Vietnam. Soiset served with Chapter One Treasurer Dave Mathis, who appears in a photo on the coveroflhe 
book. 

Jack Crowther said he had tried unsuccessfully to get in touch w ith the Iraqi C hildren's Relief f und with an eye 
to the chapter providing some assistance. The organization vvas started by Vermont national guardsmen to 
provide continuing medical assistance to Iraqi children. 

The Chapter One members listed below hav e sent in their e-mail addresses to share w ith other members. 
Anyone who would like to add their name to the list can simply e-mail Dick Doyle, who is maintaining the list. 
Dick's e-mail is in the list below. Mass mailings to this chapter list should be limited to Chapter One business. 


Also let Dick know if you are willing to recei\e the newsletter by e-mail, which saves ns postage. You need 
Adobe Acobal. a free program, on your computer to read the new sletter. Note that you can receive the news¬ 
letter by e-mail without having your address on the list below. Just let Dick know. 


Personal email addresses concealed 


Submitted by Jack ( rowther. Secretary 

The next meeting will be Wednesday, March 14, at 6 p.m. 
at the chapter offices at the VFW, 15 Wales St., Rutland. 


VVA Chapter I 
15 Wales St. 

Rutland. VI05701-4026 


Address Correction Requested 
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MINUTES OF CHAPTER MEETING 
March 14. 2007 


Four members were present. 

The minutes of the January meeting were unanimously approved as printed in the newsletter. 

Dave Mathis presented the treasurer’s report, showing a total of $ 15,219.76 in the chapter's two accounts. T he report 
was unanimously approved. 

President Andy Megrath noted that two Chapter I members, himself and l.arry Young, are now on the board of 
directors of the Dodge I louse, a place for homeless veterans in Rutland. 

The Rutland Veterans Council sent us a bill for $60 in dues. No one remembered paying dues before to the council, 
which is an umbrella group for veterans organizations in the county. Andy Megrath will inquire about the dues. 

Jack Crow tlier moved to approve $350 for Friends of Veterans, an organization serving to meet needs of homeless 
vets in Vermont and New I lampshire. It addresses needs such as late rent payments to avoid eviction, delinquent 
mortgage bills, assistance for needs of veterans' childrens and the like Ihe chapter has contributed in the past on the 
recommendation of Dick Doyle, our membership chairman. Motion was seconded by Bill Whitney and approved 
unanimously. 

Jack moved that the names of the existing officers and board members be placed in nomination to serve in the 
coming year. The vote will take place at the April 11 meeting. 

Officers are: Andy Megrath. president: Larry Young, vice president. Dave Mathis, treasurer: and Jack Crovvther, 
secretary. 

Board members are: Dick Doyle, Bill Whitney. Bub Crosby. Fred Hellmuth and Mike Divoll. 

Anyone interested in serving in one of the above positions should notify an officer or drop us a line at V V A Chapter 
1.15 Wales St.. Rutland. VT 05701-4026. Anyone nominated who does not wish to serve should notify us as well. 

Jack Crowther raised the issue of using Chapter I monies for some form of good works, but had no specific sugges¬ 
tions. lie said lie had tried unsuccessfully to contact a Vermont-based relief fund for Iraqi children. 

One idea discussed briefly was to sponsor a speaker or a concert at the Paramount Theatre or to subsidize a number 
of seats for an already scheduled concert. The sponsored seats could be provided to veterans at a reduced price or for 
free. Members are invited to contribute suggestions on this topic. 

The members listed below have sent in their e-mail addresses to share with other members. Anyone who would like 
to add their name to the list can simply e-mail Dick Doyle, who is maintaining the list. Dick's e-mail is in the list 
below. Mass mailings to this chapter list should be limited to Chapter One business. 


Also lei Dick know if you are willing to receive ihe newsletter by e-mail, which saves us postage. You need Adobe 
Acobat. a free program, on your computer to read the newsletter on your computer. Note that you can receive the 
newsletter by e-mail without having your address on the list below. Just let Dick know. 


Personal email addresses concealed 


Submitted by Jack Crowdier, Secretary 

The next meeting will be Wednesday, April II, at 6 p.m. 
at the chapter offices at the VFW, 15 Wales St., Rutland. 


VVA Chapter I 
15 Wales St. 

Rutland. VT 05701-4026 


Address Correction Requested 
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MINUTES OF CHAPTER MEETING 
April 11,2007 


Six members were present. 

The minutes of the March meeting were unanimously 
approved as printed in the newsletter. 

Dave Mathis presented the treasurer's report, showing 
a total of $15,038.58 in the chapter's two accounts. 

The report was unanimously approved. 

President Andy Megrath read two letters asking 
whether the chapter might assist a Vietnam vet who 
was lined $1,000 for ripping a peace symbol off an 
American Hag that an Iraq war protestor was holding. 

This happened in Rutland some months ago. Four 
members spoke, all feeling that the veteran had acted 
improperly and that under the circumstances finan¬ 
cial assistance was not appropriate. *Td like to help 
the guy. hut I just think we’re helping him for the 
wrong reason." was a typical comment. 

Andy will speak to Joe Donaldson, who has taken an 
interest in the veteran, who happens to be 100 per¬ 
cent disabled. 

Also turned down was a request from a chapter 
member for 25 American flags to give to military retirees in Italy. Andy will send a note to the member 
who made the request. 

Dick Dov le made a motion to accept the slate of officers and hoard members as nominated last month. 
Seconded by Bill Whitney. No other names were put forward. 

Motion passsed unanimously. 

New officers are: Andy Megrath. president; Larr> Young, vice president; Dave Mathis, treasurer; and Jack 
Crowther. secretary. 

Board members elected are Dick Doyle. Bili Whitney, Bub Crosby. Fred Heilmuth and Mike Divoil. 

Commenting on the March newsletter's note that both he and Larry Young are on the Dodge House board 
of directors, Andy Megrath stated that Shaun Branon is also on the Dodge House board. The Dodge I louse 
on Crescent Street is a place for homeless veterans in Rutland. 

An item at next month’s meeting w ill be whether to meet every other month, instead of monthly. There is 
a question as to whether that is within the bylaws. 

Scott Wheeler of Derby — that's up on the Canadian border near Newport — wrote us to say he and his 
family are hosting an event May 26 between 1 p.m. and 4 p.m. at the Elks Lodge in Derby as a way to 
remember the veterans who served in the Korean and Vietnam Wars. To quote Scott's letter: "Veterans 
and the community are encouraged to attend. This event will serve as a time to honor the veterans, and for 
the veterans to educate us about the wars that helped shape who the> are today. In some cases, it will also 
serve as a time to heal and to bring closure to a painful chapter of their lives. 

"Although plans are to invite a number of dignitaries to the event, this is not a political event or a time to 



Chapter 1 board member Dick Doyle (left) of Bellows 
Falls and chapter treasurer Dave Mathis of Rutland with 
books about the Vietnam War in which they appear. 
Doyle holds Troubled Hero, by Randy Mills, about Ken 
Kays, a medic in Dick's unit who won the Medal of 
Honor only to commit suicide later in life. Mathis holds 
Two Dollar Bill, an account by his platoon leader, Lt. 
Roger Soiset, of a year in Vietnam. Although Soiset 
changes the names of the soldiers in the account, 
Mathis appears in the picture on the front cover and is 
identifiable in the text as "Matson.” 



debate. It is a time for community spirit, and a time to recognize those who served in these two conflicts. 
Plans are to also provide each veteran, if they wish, space to bring mementos from the countries in which 
they served, to exhibit to fellow veterans aned visitors. 

"Veterans of these two conflicts who plan to attend the event are encouraged to call Scott or Penny at 
(802) 334-5920 or e-mail to northlandjoumal </ gmail.com. You can also call Dennis Beauchesne. the 
commander of VFW Post 798 in Newport, who is also helping out with the event, at (802) 766-2847. In 

addition, we plan to keep people abreast of the evolv ing event on our website, www. northlandjournal.com. 

The members listed below have sent in their e-mail addresses to share with other members. Anyone who would like 
to add their name to the list can simply e-mail Dick Doyle, who is maintaining the list. Dick's e-mail is in the list 
below. Mass mailings to this chapter list should be limited to Chapter One business. Names in bold are changes, 
corrections or new names. 

Also let Dick know if you are willing to receive the newsletter by e-mail, which saves us postage. You need Adobe 
Acrobat, a free program, to read the newsletter on your computer. Note that you can receive the newsletter by e-mail 
without having your address on the list below Just let Dick know. Please note Dick's new e-mail. 


Personal email addresses concealed 


Submitted by .lack Crowlher. Secretary 

The next meeting will be Wednesday, May 9, at 6 p.m. 
at the chapter offices at the VFW, 15 Wales St., Rutland. 


VVA Chapter I 
15 Wales St. 

Rutland. VT 05701-4026 

Address Correction Requested 
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MINUTES OF CHAPTER MEETING 
May 9.2007 

Note: We will .skip the June meeting and next meet July 11 at our usual time and place. 

Five members were present 

The minutes of the April meeting were unanimously approved as printed in the newsletter. 

Dave Mathis presented the treasurer's report, showing a total of $16,685.52 in the chapter's two accounts. 
The report was unanimously approved. 

President Andy Megrath and Vice President Larry Young alerted the chapter that the Dodge House. 
Rutland's facility for homeless veterans, is facing a tighter financial situation and will be approaching 
Chapter 1 for assistance. In particular, operating costs have increased for oil and the director's salary', they 
reported. There is also now an assistant director. Further, the chapter has distanced itself somewhat from 
the Veterans Administration, foregoing the VA per-diem payment of $12.73 per resident per day. Paper¬ 
work for this subsidy has "more than tripled." according to Andy. "Basically what they're doing is they're 
coming in and try ing to tell us how to run the Dodge House." he said. 

"They're linking a lot of these guys with — it's mental issues — if they don’t have mental issues they don’t 
want to pay the per diem." said Larry . "It's just a crazy situation." 

"What we're doing is we're backing out of that program, but we're still being associated with the VA." 
Andy said. Although the VA provided other financial support 14 years ago to get The Dodge House going, 
that support only lasted about seven years, according to Andy. The Dodge House lawyer has drafted a 
letter to the VA as pan of the changes, he said. The home receives donations from various organizations, 
but this year has already spent half of what was spent last year. Building improvements and trees brought 
down by the April 16 storm were other expenses. 

Chapter I has been a regular supporter of the Dodge House, but had more recently limited its contribu¬ 
tions to support of an annual golf tournament, because the organization was financially in very good 
shape. 

In other business. Larry Young moved to appropriate up to $500 to assist a Rutland woman with the 
$ 1.000 deductible on her home insurance for damage a tree did to her roof on April 16. The woman is the 
wife of a deployed National Guard soldier. The request for assistance came from Heather Hinckley, a 
family readiness coordinator for the Vermont National Guard. If other organizations assist with the de¬ 
ductible. Chapter l's contribution could be less. 

The motion was seconded by Bill Whitney and passed unanimously. Following past practice, the chapter 
will recharge our fund for assisting families of deployed soldiers with $500. In case a request for this 
assistance occurs between meetings, the president and one other officer can provide assistance up to that 
amount. 

Jack Crowther said he had approached Tim Marceau at the Paramount Theatre with the thought that 
Chapter 1 might sponsor a concert or program with a free or reduced-price for veterans. Concerts by 
military bands are free, but the facility needs to be paid for. Jack said a number of military bands are 
available, including an Army rock 'n' roll band. Rusty De Wees' Logger show was also mentioned. Prefer¬ 
ence was expressed for a cold-weather performance. The group approved a motion to have Jack pursue 
the issue with the Paramount. Jack will approach Rusty DeWees directly to inquire about his interest and 
availability. 

Andy Megrath read a resolution passed by the Vermont House designating May 6. 2007. as Vermont Vets 
for Victory Day. The key wording is: "That this legislative body declares full support for our troops ...." 




and that "this legislative body is proud of the sacrifices and bravery of our servicemen and women and 
expresses its sincere gratitude for their heroic service to the United States of America . . 

"This is to counter the impeachment vote, basically. I believe, isn't it?" noted Larry Young, referring to a 
failed measure by the Legislature calling for the impeachment of President Bush. 

The members listed below have sent in their e-mail addresses to share with other members. Anyone who 
would like to add their name to the list can simply e-mail Dick Doyle, who is maintaining the list. Dick's 
e-mail is in the list below. Mass mailings to this chapter list should be limited to Chapter One business. 

Also let Dick know if you are willing to receive the newsletter by e-mail, which saves us postage. You 
need Adobe Acrobat, a free program, to read the newsletter on your computer. Note that you can receive 
the newsletter by e-mail without having your address on the list below. Just let Dick know. Please note 
Dick's new e-mail. 


Personal email addresses concealed 


Submitted by Jack Crowther. Secretary 

The next meeting will be Wednesday, July 11, at 6 p.m. 
at the chapter offices at the VFW, 15 Wales St., Rutland. 


VVA Chapter I 
15 Wales St. 

Rutland. VT 05701-4026 

Address Correction Requested 
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MINUTES OF CHAPTER MEETING 
July 11.2007 

PLEASE NOTE THIS DATE: On July 20, the VFW in Middlebury will host a fish fry to benefit 
Rutland's Dodge House for homeless veterans. Bub Crosby, a Chapter 1 hoard member and our 
chaplain, is commander of that post. The event runs from 5 to 7 p.m. Cost is S8 per person. 

Five members were present for the July 11 meeting. 

The minutes of the May meeting were unanimously approved as printed in the newsletter. 

Dave Mathis presented the treasurer's report, showing a total of $16,364.15 in the chapter's two accounts. 
The report was unanimously approved. 

President Andy Megrath received an appeal for help from Ted Stachulski of Williamstown, Vt.. soliciting 
scholarships to a Traumatic Brain Injun, Conference Oct. 18 and 19 of this year at the Sheraton Hotel in 
Burlington. 

Stachulski is a Marine Corps veteran, a survivor of traumatic brain injury and a member of the Vermont 
TBI Conference Planning Committee. Also secretary of the Vermont TBI Advisory' Board, he has been 
meeting with veterans around the state and disseminating information about TBI and how to cope with it. 

Scholarships at $35 per veteran would allow veterans to attend the conference, which will include speak¬ 
ers and exhibitors. 

After some discussion, we decided to invite Stachulski to our Aug. 8 meeting to make a presentation. 

Andy explained a problem he had encountered in delivering the Chapter 1 e-mail version of the newslet¬ 
ter. In a nutshell, the presence of a wrong e-mail address was disrupting delivery to valid addresses. Andy 
feels the problem is corrected 

We have a new member and life member. Barry Hoberman of Madison. Conn. Current membership is 132 
regular members and four associate members. Seventy-tw o of our members are life members! 

Nov. 10 marks the 25th anniversary of The Wall in Washington. D.C.. the memorial to the 58,000-plus 
American servicemen and women who died in the Vietnam War. At 10 a.m., opening ceremonies will 
take place at the Washington Mall at 3rd Street between Jefferson and Madison drives. A parade will 
follow from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. From noon to 6 p.m. on the grounds of the Washington Monument, parade 
participants and the public can enjoy a variety of activities and street vendors. Chapter 1 is not formally 
involved in this event. 

Individuals can join the parade but must fill out an application form. That form can be downloaded at 
www.vva.org (just look for "The Wall 25 Years" at the top right of web site's opening page) or by calling 
toll-free 800-VVA-1316. extension 151. You can also book a room and make travel arrangements at 
www.vva.org under "The Wall 25 Years" section. Or call toll-free 866-489-6888 for travel and lodging. 

Andy again mentioned the tight financial situation of the Dodge 1 louse and said it would be approaching 
Chapter 1 for financial assistance. "They're going to need some money before the year end." He also 
reviewed some activities at the shelter, including the provision of new bedding and mattresses. Currently 
limited to occupancy for one year, the Dodge House is implementing a policy to allow a second year of 
residency, in an adjoining building. The two-year residents will have some evening responsibility in 
overseeing the home and in return receive free lodging. A former resident of the Rutland Mission is 
currently providing a nightly walk-through of the Dodge House. 

There are now two regular residents of the home. Within 30 days, a resident must obtain a job of at least 20 
hours a week. Drugs and alcohol are banned. Dodge House has a capacity of five regular residents. 



The chapter will invite Christine Morgan, executive director of the Dodge House, to speak at our next meeting. 

Jack Crovvther reported on his contact with the Paramount Theatre concerning possible chapter sponsorship of 
a concert for the community and its veterans. The Paramount's programming director. Tim Marceau is investi¬ 
gating possibilities. Jack quoted from an e-mail he wrote to Tim. suggesting possible arrangements, including 
co-sponsorship with other veterans groups. 

Andy Megrath noted the Rutland County Veterans Council as a vehicle for coordinating with other veterans 
groups. 

The members listed below have sent in their e-mail addresses to share with other members. Anyone who 
would like to add their name to the list can simply e-mail Dick Doyle, who is maintaining the list. Dick's e- 
mail is in the list below. Mass mailings to this chapter list should be limited to Chapter One business. 

Also let Dick know if you are willing to receive the newsletter by e-mail, which saves us postage. You need 
Adobe Acrobat, a free program, to read the newsletter on your computer. Note that you can receive the news¬ 
letter by e-mail without having your address on the list below. Just let Dick know. Please note Dick's new e- 
mail. New addresses appear in boldface type. 


Personal email addresses concealed 


Submitted by Jack Crowther, Secretary 

The next meeting will be Wednesday, Aug. 8, at 6 p.m. 
at the chapter offices at the VFW, 15 Wales St., Rutland. 


VVA Chapter 1 
15 Wales St. 

Rutland. VT 05701-4026 

Address Correction Requested 


7hr 





Vietnam Veterans 
Of America 

Chapter One 

www.vvachapterl .com 
AUGUST 2007 



MINUTES OF CHAPTER MEETING 
Aug. 8. 2007 

PLEASE NOTE THIS DATE: On Friday, Aug. 31, the VFW in Middlebury will again host a fish fry 
to benefit Rutland's Dodge House for homeless veterans. Bub Crosby, a Chapter I board member 
and our ehaplain. is commander of that post. The event runs from 5 to 7 p.m. Cost is $8 per person. 

Chris Morgan, executive director of the Dodge House, spoke to us about the role and needs of the facility, 
which has been helping homeless veterans in Rutland since its completion in 1997. As Chris explained, the 
home provides shelter, meals, transportation and other services to residents. 

Referrals come from various places, such as veterans groups, the Veterans Administration and other shelters. 
Eligible veterans and the staff work out a set of goals, which usually include finding a job. Self-help counseling 
with groups like Alcoholics Anonymous or Narcotics Anonymous can be part of the plan. The home also helps 
with securing health care through the VA or other sources. Clothing and help writing a resume arc other forms 
of assistance. 

“Our goal is to provide them with a base and the time they need to get on their feet and slay on their feet," she 
said. A lot of the residents have been chronically homeless for a long time. But, she cautioned. “They really 
have to want to make a change. We have high expectations of the veterans that live there.” 

Typical stays are about a year. There are three residents of the home at the moment. 

The facility also provides services to veterans in the community that are not residents, notably transportation to 
the the VA in White River Junction. Other area needs are identified via referral from organizations, such as 
BROC, the anti-poverty agency for Rutland and Bennington counties. 

Private donations and a grant from the McKinney-Vento Fund, which comes from the federal government and 
is disbursed by the state, provide the support for the home. Chris pegged total expenses at about SI00.000 pet- 
year and passed out a sheet projecting a deficit of about SI 1,000 for the present year. 

As described in previous newsletters, the home has decided to do without the VA's per diem reimbursement of 
about SI 2 per veteran per day, a decision made by the Dodge House board because of the strings attached and 
requirements being imposed by the VA that would change the scope of the home. 

Later in the meeting. Jack Crowlher moved to appropriate up to S2.000 to provide for registration and insur¬ 
ance of the van that provides transportation to the residents and other veterans in the community. Seconded by 
Dave Mathis. The motion passed unanimously. 

We heard next from Ted Stachulski of Williamstown. Vt„ a Marine veteran of the first Gulf War and activist 
for veterans who have experienced TBI, or traumatic brain injury. Ted is a TBI survivor and a member of the 
planning committee for the 19th Annual Brain Injury Conference Oct. 18 and 19 in Burlington, lie is also a 
member of the Vermont TBI Advisory Board and a Vet-to-Vet group facilitator for central Vermont. 

Ted's immediate current goal has been to gain sponsorships at S35 per veteran to attend the conference. The 
veterans will each contribute SI0. On a broader level, he's trying to raise awareness of TBI. Having attended 
three past conferences, he observed that veterans with TBI were missing from them. Also missing were doctors 
from the VA and other military units, and workshops geared to TBI as it affects soldiers. 

This year Ted is a presenter at the conference, as is Dr. E. Lanier Summerall. medical director of the Psychia¬ 
try Inpatient Unit of the VA in White River Junction. Veterans concerns are also represented in presentations 
and in the vendor areas. 

Ted described a range of physical, mental and emotional effects of TBI. each instance of which is distinct. 
These symptoms include anger, anxiety, depression and mood swings in the emotional sphere: and vision 
problems, clumsiness and involuntary movements on the physical side. Family members and co-workers are 
usually the first to notice problems, he said. 





Speaking of his own injury, which was nol war-related, he said, "It took me a long time to find doctors, 
clinicians and social workers who understood traumatic brain injury.” Now with the help of the Brain Injury 
Association of Vermont, training in TB1 is being given to those who need it, such as veterans Service Officer 
Richard Reed, the state’s Vet Centers, the VA medical staff, the Army National Guard staff, and others. 

"It's taken a long time for people in Vermont to get together on these issues, but the cross-training that’s going 
on across this state is really going fast,” he said. Recent grants have helped the effort, including establishment 
of a TBI clinic, which is run by the VA’s Dr. Summerall at the VA building in White River Junction. A second 
grant is from the state to the Traumatic Brain Injury Program and provides case management services to 
veterans with TBI. Ted described himself as having been a “guinea pig” for those who deal with TBI, since the 
problem was not well recognized when his injury occurred in 2001. 

Later in the meeting, Dave Mathis moved to donate $350 for 10 scholarships for veterans to attend the Brain 
Injury Conference. Seconded by Bub Crosby. The motion passed unanimously. 

Jack Crowther then moved to donate another $100 to Ted Stachulski for production ofTBl materials like the 
notebook he left for the chapter. Ted said the notebooks, which he has been preparing at his own expense, cost 
about $10 each to reproduce. Motion seconded by Bub Crosby. Passed unanimously. 

The minutes of the July meeting were unanimously approved as printed in the newsletter. 

Dave Mathis presented the treasurer's report, showing a total of $15,901.57 in the chapter’s two accounts. The 
report was unanimously approved. 

President Andy Megrath reported that membership stands at 130 regular members and four associate members. 
Seventy-two of our members are life members. 

The chapter received a request from Nicole Russell of Century 21 Jack Associates of Burlington, which, with 
the Vermont National Guard is hosting the Vermont Remembers I OK run and Family Fun Day and Barbecue 
for Vermont National Guard members and their families on Sept. 8 at Camp Johnson in Colchester. The 10K 
run will benefit the Vermont National Guard Fallen Soldiers Memorial, to be erected at Camp Johnson. 

The appeal cited 30 deaths of soldiers with ties to Vermont during military action in the Mideast. Of that 
number, 11 were members of the Vermont National Guard. 

Jack Crowther moved to appropriate $150 to donate to the event. Seconded by Dave Mathis. Passed unani¬ 
mously. 

Jack Crowther reported on his contact with the Paramount Theatre regarding possible Chapter I sponsorship 
of a concert for veterans and the community. Jack said that the Paramount normally gets $2,500 to rent the 
theater but will sometimes waive the fee and split proceeds from ticket sales with a local organization, Even a 
military band, however, requires the sponsor to pay for transportation, lodging, meals, sound and technicians. 
Thus the total cost may be more than the chapter can afford, since admission cannot be charged. In addition, 
an appearance by a military band cannot be used as a fund-raiser. 

After some discussion, we decided to contact the Paramount and express an interest in becoming a partial 
sponsor of an upcoming concert. 

Submitted by Jack Crowther. Secretary 

The next meeting will be Wednesday, Sept. 12, at 6 p.m. 
at the chapter offices at the VFW, 15 Wales St., Rutland. 


VVA Chapter I 
15 Wales St. 

Rutland, VT 05701-4026 

Address Correction Requested 
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MINUTES OF CHAPTER MEETING 
Sept. 12, 2007 

The meeting was called to order by Chapter President Andy Megrath. at 6:02 PM. Chapter member Moe 
Burden led us in Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. There were 8 members present. 

A motion was made and seconded to approve the secretary’s report of August 2007 minutes as printed in 
the newsletter. Motion passed unanimously. 

Treasurer Dave Mathis presented his report of chapter finances. The beginning August balance of 
$15,901.57 is now $17,027.36 due to deposits and interest on our accounts. A motion was made and 
seconded to approve his report, which passed unanimously. 

President Andy Megrath reported that we have 132 members and 4 associate members. 

As a follow-up to last month’s chapter activity, President Megrath read a thank you letter from Christine 
Morgan, Executive Director of the Dodge House. (Detailed report in August newsletter.) She thanked the 
chapter for it’s generous donation of $2000.00. 

Discussion followed on the letter and the Dodge House. President Megrath reported that only $801.00 was 
required to provide registration and insurance for the Dodge House van. as they found a more favorable 
rate. Continued discussion led to a motion by Bub Crosby and seconded by Dave Mathis to give to the 
Dodge House the balance of the unspent $2000 ($1199) for other insurance needs. The motion carried 
unanimously. 

More discussion led to the following suggestion: If any Chapter 1 member or company that they work for 
would like to donate to the Dodge House, it would be greatly appreciated. To do so, send a check to VVA 
Chapter 1,15 Wales Street, Rutland. VT 05701. Make the check payable to “Veterans Assistance Office, 
Inc..” the official corporate name of The Dodge House. The Dodge House is the only “veterans only” 
transitional housing facility in Vermont. 

President Megrath announced that he will be visiting/attending the next VVA Vermont State Council 
meeting on September 22 in White River Junction. Vt. One item on his agenda will be to update other 
chapters on the Dodge House, and to request Financial support. 

A motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:41 PM was made, seconded, and passed. 

Submitted by secretary for meeting, Richard Doyle. 

The members listed below have sent in their e-mail addresses to share with other members. Anyone who 
would like to add their name to the list can simply e-mail Dick Doyle, who is maintaining the list. Dick’s 
e-mail is in the list below. Mass mailings to this chapter list should be limited to Chapter One business. 

Also let Dick know if you are willing to receive the newsletter by e-mail, which saves us postage. You 
need Adobe Acrobat, a free program, to read the newsletter on your computer. Note that you can receive 
the newsletter by e-mail without having your address on the list below. Just let Dick know. Please note 
Dick’s new e-mail. New addresses appear in boldface type. 
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MINUTES OF CHAPTER MEETING 
Oct. 10,2007 

Three members attended. Also attending was John Miner, president of the VVA State Council and 
president of Bennington's VVA Chapter 601. 

The minutes of the September meeting were unanimously approved as printed in the newsletter. 

Dave Mathis presented the treasurer’s report showing a total of $16,210.28 in the chapter’s two accounts. 
The report was unanimously approved. 

Service officer Richard Reed of the Vermont Office of Veterans Affairs will be in Rutland Oct. 23 to help 
vets with VA benefits. Any vet interested in seeing Richard can call 802-828-3379 with questions or to 
make an appointment. Or you can e-mail him at richard.reed@state.vt.us. 

A.J. Paige, one of four VVA service officers, asked if Chapter 1 would assist in putting on a Benefits Fair 
Nov. 24 at the VFW, where Chapter I has its offices. After some discussion, we agreed to host the fair. 
There will be no cost to the chapter, other than for refreshments. 

As discussion revealed, veterans are eligible for a variety of benefits, including compensation for service- 
related injuries or illness, general health care, burial assistance and more, depending on various criteria. 

Here are the essentials for the Benefits Fair: 


BENEFITS FAIR 

Purpose: To assist any veteran (not just Vietnam era vets) with signing up for and obtaining VA benefits; 
to answer questions about VA programs and benefits; to offer help with filling out forms. 

Time: Saturday, Nov. 24, from 11 a m. to 3 p.rn. at the VFW in Rutland, 15 Wales St. General 
information will be provided at 11 a.m. and I p.rn., with sit-down sessions to follow. 

Staffing: As many as five service officers will be on hand to assist. 

Bill Petries, social studies chair at Otter Valley Union High School, requested a speaker for Nov. 9 in the 
school’s observance of Veterans Day. Any Vietnam vet interested in speaking about their service can 
contact chapter President Andy Megrath at 775-1745 or e-mail him at vthogman@comcast.net. The 
school needs someone to talk for 20-25 minutes. 

VVA State Council President John Miner made a request for help for support of the VVA service officer 
program, which now includes four service officers. The service officers, which will participate in the Nov 
24 Benefits Fair, help vets deal with the VA in obtaining benefits. None of the service officers is paid, 
although they may be reimbursed for costs for postage, travel and training. 

The VVA service officer program started in 1999. The Vietnam Veterans Assistance Fund of the national 
VVA organization supports the program at a level of $5,000, and the state of Vermont has been matching 
that. Now, with four service officers, the program will have increased costs. In response, the Vietnam 
Veterans Assistance Fund has increased its grant to $10,000, meaning the match in Vermont needs to 
increase by that much. Miner has appealed to the Vermont VVA chapters to help meet that increase of 
$5,000 in the match. Several chapters have pledged money, some of which has gone to supply the four 
service officers with laptops and printers for their work. 



“This year alone, I think A.J.'s going to top $2 million in returns," Miner said in citing the effectiveness of 
the service officer program. The figure refers to the amount of benefits paid to veterans whose claims 
have been handled by the service officer. “The success rate is tremendous, and I think it'll continue.” 
Miner noted that while the WA service officers operate “in the field," the other veterans organization 
service officers are based in White River Junction, where the VA is located, and don’t travel around the 
state. The VVA service officers handle claims of non-Vietnam era vets and have handled a lot of Gulf 
War and Iraq war claims, Miner said. 

Jack Crowther moved to donate SI,000 to support the service officer program. Seconded by Dave Mathis. 
Approved unanimously. 

In other business, Tony Romeo of the Rutland County Veterans Council requested money from the 
chapter for the purchase of a giant American flag for display at special events. Noting there are four other 
veterans service organizations in the city. Jack Crowther moved to donate one-fifth of the cost of the flag, 
up to $200 ( for a $ 1,000 fiag). The cost of the flag was not stated. Seconded by Mo Burden. Passed 
unanimously. 

On Oct. 27, there will be a service at the Vietnam memorial in Vermont to commemorate the 25th 
anniversary. The event will take place at the Sharon rest area on Interstate 89. Coming from the south, you 
travel past the Sharon exit to reach the rest area. The tentative program runs from 1 p.m. to 2:40 p.m. 
Featured speakers include Gov. Jim Douglas, Sen. Bemie Sanders and Rep. Peter Welch. Tentatively 
scheduled is Gen. Richard Cody, vice chief of staff of the Army, a Montpelier native. 

A book titled The Wall commemorating the 25 years of the Vietnam War memorial in Washington. D.C., 
will soon be available for $10 each, with discounts for orders of more than 10. Shipping is $2.95, with 
reduced rates for multiple orders. The book is put out by Boston Publishing and will include many of the 
famous photographs published in the publisher’s notable book series. The Vietnam Experience . Anyone 
wishing to order the book can contact Andy Megrath at 775-1745 or e-mail him at 
vthogman@comcast.net. Proceeds go to various VVA causes. 

President Andy Megrath has agreed to serve as the Chapter I representative to the VVA Slate Council, 
which has not had a regular representative from our chapter of late. The council meets four times a year in 
White River Junction. Jack Crowther moved that Andy be appointed as a representative to the State 
Council. Seconded by Dave Mathis. Approved unanimously. 

We approved a motion to reimburse Andy $30 per meeting for expenses. Chapter I is entitled to three 
representatives to the State Council. Anyone willing to serve with Andy should contact him to volunteer 

Submitted by Jack Crowther, Secretary 
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MINUTES OF CHAPTER MEETING 
Nov. 14, 2007 


Five members attended. 

The minutes of the October meeting were unanimously approved as printed in the newsletter. 

Dave Mathis presented the treasurer’s report showing a total of SI4.914.49 in the chapter’s two accounts. The 
report was unanimously approved. 

President Andy Mcgrath reported on the Veterans Day program he participated in at Otter Valley Union High 
School on Nov. 9, apparently the first such program ever at the school. He said the American Legion Color Guard, 
the veterans of three wars present (World War II, Korea and Vietnam) all were well received and respected. Several 
in the audience came on stage afterwards, shook hands and thanked them for their service. 

Andy also reported on the Oct. 27 observance at the Vermont State Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Sharon along 
Interstate 89. The day marked the 25th anniversary of the memorial, the first in the nation sanctioned by a state 
government. The original dedication preceded the dedication of The Wall in Washington by two weeks. 

Gov. James Douglas. Rep. Peter Welch, Sen. Bernic Sanders, national VVA President John Rowan, and the 
presidents of the Vermont, New York and Connecticut state councils, as well as all of the Vermont VVA chapter 
presidents were on hand. A combat veterans motorcycle group was also present at what Andy described as a wcll- 
put-togethcr ceremony. 

Mrs. Olive Pettis laid a wreath at the main memorial. Chapter I members will recall that she is the mother of Steven 
Pettis of West Haven, who was killed in the Vietnam War. Andy said he got to meet a woman whose stepson was 
killed in Iraq and two fathers whose sons died in Iraq. 

Andy said he had written “nastygrams" (notes of complaint) to the Rutland Herald and Valley News of Lebanon, 
N.H., as neither had a representative present for the event. Andy subsequently had a conversation with the Herald 
editor about coverage of veterans events. 

Andy noted that The Veteran, the national VVA’s regular publication, will be highlighting in the January-Fcbruary 
edition the 14 VVA chapters that survive from the original 30 chapters. Secretary Jack Crowther had prepared a 
draft of the article for review by those attending the meeting. Included in the submission will be a number of 
pictures of Chapter 1, including in-country photos and activities of the chapter. 

Andy reported that although the chapter had authorized donating up to S200 for a large American flag for 
ceremonial purposes, the Rutland County Veterans Council had secured enough funds that the chapter 
contribution only needed to be $75. 

Contemplaing the Chapter I charter on our office wall. Dick Doyle suggested we might wish to put some of our 
more important documents in a fireproof box, just in case. After a bit of discussion, lie made a motion to acquire 
a fireproof container. Seconded by Mike Divoll. Motion passed unanimously. 

Jack Crowther reported on a call he had received from the wife of a veteran anxious to have his name put on the 
Honor Roll at the Rutland County Vietnam Veterans Memorial. He made a motion to have the chapter prepare 
an updated plaque for installation on Memorial Day next year. Seconded by Dick Doyle. Motion passed 
unanimously. 

Dick Doyle noted that the electronic delivery of the newsletter to about 45 of our members is saving the chapter 
close to $20 an issue on postage. It also saves a little on printing. If you're willing to receive the newsletter this way, 
drop Dick an e-mail at rpdoylc3@vcrizon.net. You'll need Adobe Acrobat, a free program, to read the newsletter. 


Andy displayed a photocopy of a sign posted at the Fire & Ice restaurant in Middlcbury: “Veterans Parking: 
Reserved for Those Who Served.’’ The chapter will consider promoting the sign with businesses as a way to support 



vets. Andy said one supplier can provide the 18-by-12-inch signs for S21 apiece. He'll sound out a couple of local 
restaurants 

Andy Megrath brought up the case of an area veteran of Operation Iraqi Freedom, reportedly suffering from post 
traumatic stress disorder and/or traumatic brain injury who has had trouble keeping a job and is experiencing finan¬ 
cial troubles. The veteran is from the area. Andy spoke by cell phone to the veteran, who was openly seeking 
financial help. 

Andy explained to the vet that the chapter won’t write a check to an individual but will considering paying outstand¬ 
ing bills. No bills have been submitted to Chapter 1, however. While leaving the door open to help from the chapter, 
Andy recommended this vet contact the National Guard family assistance office or BROC. the local anti-poverty 
agency. Dick Doyle suggested the vet could contact Friends of Veterans, which requires an income statement. Dick 
noted the importance of the steps needed to answer aid requests, as opposed to instant solutions. 

Andy said the vet was unable to provide specifics about the nature of his financial needs, as the vet stated that 
another person “takes care of all the bills.” Lacking a specific request, the chapter took no action at this time. 

The members listed below have sent in their e-mail addresses to share with other members. Anyone who would like 
to add their name to the list can simply e-mail Dick Doyle, who is maintaining the list. Dick's e-mail is in the list 
below. Mass mailings to this chapter list should be limited to Chapter I business. Changes to the list and new 
additions are listed in bold. (Note the period in Dave Sargent's e-mail, a correction from the previous listing.) 

Also note that you can have your newsletter delivered by e-mail without putting your name on the list below. Just 
make it clear to Dick. 
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MINUTES OF CHAPTER MEETING 
Dec. 12. 2007 


Please Note: We will skip the January meeting. Our next meeting will be Wednesday, 
Feb. 13, at 6 p.m. at our quarters in the VFW, 15 Wales St., Rutland. 

Four members attended. 

Vice President Larry Young presided. 

The minutes of the November meeting were unanimously approved as printed in the newsletter. 

Dave Mathis presented the treasurer's report, which was unanimously approved. 

The VFW. our landlord, has a potential tenant for the small room just to the west of our room and 
accessible only from our room. Apparently the entrance would be reconfigured so that the tenant would 
only have access to that room and not to Chapter l’s space. Since we don't use the room, there were no 
objections, so long as security for our space is addressed. The tenant is said to be another veterans group. 

Larry Young noted there will be a Candlelight Vigil Dec. 21 at 6 p.m. at the Dodge House at 95 Crescent 
St. in acknowledgement of homelessness nationwide. The Dodge House is a place for homeless veterans 
able and willing to work, the only such facility in Vermont. It has been the recipient of Chapter 1 support 
on an annual basis. Several Chapter I members are on the Dodge House board. The ceremony will last 15 
to 20 minutes. 

Jack Crowther has written an article on the history and current status of Chapter I for the national VVA 
veteran, due to appear in the January-February issue. Although VVA’s next new chapter will be its 
1,000th numbered chapter, only 651 are still functioning. The January-February issue is to feature the 14 
surviving VVA chapters from the original first 30. 

Richard Reed, veterans service officer with Vermont’s Office of Veterans Affairs, will be in Rutland Jan. 
14 in the afternoon to assist vets in claims or other dealings with the Veterans Administration. Please call 
for an appointment, as he is generally unable to take walk-ins. The number of the Vermont Veterans 
Assistance Office is 888-666-9844 (toll-free) or 802-828-3379. Or e-mail richard.reedCg va.state.vt.us . The 
web site is www.va.siate.vt.us . 

Dick Doyle noted that at his Vietnam unit's reunion at Fort Campbell. Ky.. in May he talked to "two guys 
who had been there [to the Mideast-Iraql four times.” There followed a discussion of deployments to the 
war area and the burdens on families. 

Our website now displays an updated Honor Roll for the Rutland County Vietnam Veterans Memorial. 
Four new names have been added: Roy E. Wilkinson, Rutland: Bradford Shedd, Wallingford; Richard 
Cobb, Rutland; and Perry Moyer. Poultney. These names are scheduled to be added to the memorial in 
Main Street Park in Rutland, along with any other names we certify before then, next Memorial Day. 

Until then, they will at least be on the website Honor Roll. 

I he members listed below have sent in their e-mail addresses to share with other members. Anyone who 
would like to add their name to the list can simply e-mail Dick Doyle, who is maintaining the list. Dick's 
e-mail is in the list below. Mass mailings to this chapter list should be limited to Chapter I business. 
Changes to the list and new' additions are listed in bold. (Note the period in Dave Sargent’s e-mail, a 
correction from the previous listing.) 

Also note that you can have your newsletter delivered by e-mail without putting your name on the list 
below. Just make it clear to Dick. 



Personal email addresses concealed 


Submitted by Jack Crowther, Secretary 


VVA Chapter I 
15 Wales St. 

Rutland. VT 05701-4026 

Address Correction Requested 





